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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration and allowance of the subject application are respectfiiUy 
requested in view of the following remarks. 

Sttinmarv of the Office Action 

Claims 7-9 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly being anticipated by 
Furushima (U.S. Patent No. 5,070,324). 

Claim 13 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over 
Furushima in view of Sakurai (U.S. Patent Publication No. 20020167680). 

Summary of the Response to the Office Action 

Applicants have amended each of independent claims 7, 9 and 13 to further define the 
invention. No new matter has been added. Accordingly, claims 7-9 and 13 remain pending in 
this application for fiarther consideration, with claims 1-2, 4-6 and 10-12 having been withdrawn 
fi-om consideration. 

All Claims Define Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7-9 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly being anticipated by 
Furushima, and claim 13 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over Furushima in view of Sakurai, To the extent that the rejections might be 
applied against the claims as newly-amended, they are respectfully traversed as being based on a 
reference or a combination of references that neither teaches nor suggests the novel combination 
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of features recited in the claims. 

With respect to each of independent claims 7 and 9, as newly-amended, Applicants 
respectfully submit that Furushima fails to teach or suggest the claimed combination including at 
least a feature of "a changing unit that changes all of intervals of the increment or decrement of 
the numeric value instructed by the increasing and decreasing unit," and a feature of "a numeric 
value displaying unit that displays the numeric value thus increased or decreased by the 
instruction made by the increasing and decreasing unit at the intervals changed by the changing 
unit." 

The Office Action does not rely upon Sakurai to remedy the above-noted deficiencies of 
Furushima. AppUcants respectfully submit that Sakurai cannot remedy the deficiencies of 
Furushima, Accordingly, for similar reasons as those set forth above. Applicants respectfully 
submit that Furushima and Sakurai, whether taken individually or in combination, fail to show 
the claimed combination including at least the feature of "a change imit that changes a period of 
time between when the increment or decrement of the numeric value is instructed by the 
increasing and decreasing unit and when the increment or decrement of the numeric value is 
started," as recited by newly-amended independent claim 13. 

For at least the above reasons. Applicants respectfully assert that the rejections of 
independent claims 7, 9 and 13 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and § 103(a) should be withdrawn 
because the cited references fail to show each and every feature recited in each of newly- 
amended independent claims 7, 9 and 13. Further, the rejection of claim 8 should also be 
withdrawn at least because of its dependency upon allowable independent claim 7 and the 
features recited in claim 8. 
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Without other rejections pending. Applicants respectfully assert that claims 7-9 and 13 
are in condition for allowance. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and the timely 
allowance of the pending claims. Should the Examiner feel that there are any issues outstanding 
after consideration of the response, the Examiner is invited to contact the Applicants' 
undersigned representative to expedite prosecution. 

If there are any other fees due in connection with the filing of this response, please charge 
the fees to our Deposit Account No. 50-0310. If a fee is required for an extension of time under 
37 C.F.R. § 1 .136 not accounted for above, such an extension is requested and the fee should 
also be charged to our Deposit Account. 

RespectfiiUy submitted, 

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 
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